foresight of the Society and its Presidents. Linking the Journal to the Congress was a master stroke that placed the European Heart Journal on the international platform; the tireless work of the Guidelines Committee in producing seminal Task Forces cannot be underestimated. We have never lacked for support from the Board -indeed many of the ideas introduced into the Journal occurred directly as a result of Board discussions. We should also like to thank our own editorial board over these 8 years; they have worked tirelessly for the Journal, providing referee reports, arbitrating on disagreements, writing editorials and advising us on developments. The Journal, of course, would be nothing without its referees to whom we are deeply indebted.
Frans Van de Werf will take over the Journal into the new, exciting though hazardous era of electronic publication. Already he is calling for papers to be submitted via e-mail. The electronic pages of the Journal are being improved and he will have to cope with the future of paper and electronic publishing. We wish him and his team all the very best and are confident that the Journal is moving into the best of hands.
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